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KIA/Hyundai engine recall 1.5 million
• KIA, HYUNDAI ENGINE RECALL

• Kia and Hyundai are recalling nearly 1.5 million cars and SUVs in the US, Canada and South Korea due to 
potential engine failures that can result in the engine seizing and the risk of a crash, according to the 
National Highway Traffic Safety Administration.

• Kia applications involve certain 2011- 2014 Optima, 2012-2014 Sorento and 2011-2013 Sportage vehicles.

• Hyundai applications involve certain 2013-2014 Sonata and Santa Fe Sport vehicles.

• The engine failure is due to machining errors during the manufacturing process, whereby metal 
fragments/debris were left in the engine, promoting bearing wear/failure. Engines affected are the 2.0L and 
2.4L gasoline engines. Vehicle owners may contact Hyundai customer service at 800.633.5151, Kia 
800.333.4542, the NHTSA vehicle safety hotline at 888.327.4236 or go to: www.safecar.gov

• THERE’S MORE TO THE STORY

• There is more to the story than what has been described in the recall notice concerning engine failures. The 
industry has been plagued with oil pressure related symptoms on the mentioned Kia and Hyundai 
applications. At one point, Kia produced a bulletin that basically implied that only OE oil filters were 
compatible with their engines and the warranty would not be covered on engine failures where an 
aftermarket filter was installed. This prompted much response from the aftermarket filter suppliers, and it 
was addressed aggressively by the filter manufacturers, as it was not in compliance with the Magnuson 
Moss Warranty Act.

• While there was no mention from the vehicle manufacturers and NHTSA in the engine recall notice 
concerning under/over pressurization of the lubricating system, be advised the same metal fragments 
illustrated in the engine failures can restrict movement of the pressure regulating valve, which controls oil 
pressure. One minute fragment of metal can result in a catastrophic engine failure or an under or over oil 
pressurization condition.

http://www.safecar.gov/






Reverse Plug





What it actually is

REVERSE IDLER SHAFT/ SUPPORT BOLT

It holds the idler shaft support containing the reverse gear assembly





What to do if it’s pulled 

• DO NOT under any circumstances move the vehicle or start it!

• There is a couple methods that have been successful (we know this 
because we have pulled them before….)

• Method 1: Use 2 flat head screw drivers to walk the assembly back into 
place where the hole is aligned. You may need to put a bit of grease in 
there so when it’s aligned it wont fall down when installing the plug 
support.

• Method 2: Remove the correct check plug 1st then the drain plug 2nd. Use 
a piece of wire bent with a Y at the end and fish it through the drain plug 
and push the assembly back up to align the shaft and support holes looking 
through the support bolt hole. Reinstall support bolt.
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